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5/3/03 
Land Use Focus Group II 
Presentation by Stuart Hersh from 
Neighborhood Housing.  Small groups 
worked more on the future land use map. 

30 

5/28/03 

Services Forum 
Representatives from APD, PARD, TPSD, 
and Code Enforcement came to discuss 
neighbor’s concerns about ongoing City 
service issues.   

20 

6/14/03 
Land Use Focus Group – Crestview 
Worked with Crestview stakeholders to 
address areas that were postponed for 
discussion at previous LU meetings. 

20 

6/24/03 

Land Use and Zoning Focus Group 
Introduced to stakeholders from both 
Crestview and Wooten basic zoning 
principles and how they apply to their 
neighborhoods. 

25 

7/8/03 

Transit Focus Group 
Presentation by representatives from 
Capital Metro, Parsons Brinkerhoff (transit 
design firm), and TPSD about the plans 
for implementing commuter and light rail 
in Austin. 

40 

7/29/03 
Rezoning Meeting 
This meeting focused on questions and 
concerns from property owners who would 
be rezoned as a part of the plan.  

50 

8/20/03 

Urban Design and History Meeting 
Read through suggested urban design 
guideline to tailor to this area.  Collected 
information about the history of the area 
and asked long-time residents for input. 

19 

9/20/03 
Workshop Two 
Presented and received feedback on the 
draft Neighborhood Plan. 

40 

10/1/03 
Plan Revisions Meeting 
Presented final survey results and 
proposed changes to the draft plan 

50 

11/19/03 
General Update Meeting 
Presented additional updates/revisions to 
the plan since the last meeting; discussed 
adoption schedule 

27 

12/16/03 
Zoning Update Meeting 
Discussed additional zoning change and 
conditional overlay proposals 

16 

Highlight
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RTP Goal:  Coordinate the Rapid Transit Project’s Light Rail 
Transit Station Planning effort with the Neighborhood’s vision 

for the future. 
  

Transportation Planning Background   
The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) develops and 
updates our region’s long-range, transportation plan.  (See 
www.campotexas.org)  The five major elements of the CAMPO Plan are:   

1. Major New or Improved Roadways 
2. High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Lanes and Toll Roads  
3. Express Bus System with Park & Ride Facilities   
4. Intercity Passenger Rail System (90-mile, Austin – San Antonio Regional 

Rail) 
5. Intracity Passenger Rail System (52-mile, Austin area system) 

 
The 52-mile passenger rail network shown has been included in the CAMPO 
Plan since the 1990s and is adopted by the City of Austin in the form of the 
Austin Metropolitan Area Transportation Plan (AMATP) each time the CAMPO 
Plan is updated.  (See http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/transplan/amatp_summary.htm ) 
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Long Term Transit Network
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Rapid Transit Project Background  
The Rapid Transit Project (RTP) is a partnership between the City of Austin and 
Capital Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Cap Metro) for the planning and 
integration of a high-capacity transit system serving the Austin area. The project 
is examining a variety of transit modes including light rail.  The RTP began in 
August 2001 with the development of engineering and environmental analysis of 
the first line of a light rail system:  the “starter line”.  Phase one of the starter line, 
called the Central Line”, will create the spine or backbone for the transit system 
and connect neighborhoods with major destinations and employment centers 
such as The University of Texas, the State Capitol Complex and Downtown. 
(See www.rapidtransitproject.org)  
 
NOTE:  All illustrations and designs seen or described herein are preliminary 
concepts and will evolve with further study, engineering and public input once the 
Central Line is approved for implementation.  No commitment is made at this 
time to take any implementation steps or acquire property.   
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Central Line Light Rail Alignment and 2003 Neighborhood Planning Areas 

Phase 1 Terminus 
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Rapid Transit Project Goals  
1. Improve corridor mobility. 

2. Develop facilities & services based on community input. 

3. Protect & enhance community & environmental resources.  

4. Provide an efficient & balanced transportation system. 

5. Develop a rapid transit system that is cost effective & affordable. 

 
Central Line Project Milestones  
 

 
A series of City-wide, public workshops were conducted during Fall 2001 which 
resulted in the establishment of a priority transit corridor to implement - the 
Central Line - and the most appropriate technology for that corridor - Light Rail 
Transit or LRT). 
 
The September/October 2001 System Alignment Workshops received public 
input on the proposed alignments – or routes, for the various transit corridors in 
the overall proposed, high-capacity transit system.  These transit corridors would 
serve Central, Northwest, East and South Austin neighborhoods. 
 
The October 2001 Vehicle Technology Workshop presented the pros and cons 
of various types of trains and buses that could serve the high-capacity transit 
corridors.  Light rail technology was chosen to serve many of these corridors, due 
to its ability to carry many passengers with high frequency at a comparably low 
cost.   
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The November 2001 Station Planning Workshop helped to define station 
locations and types for the overall system.  This workshop proposed that the 
system would have 26 stations, spaced about ½-mile to 1-mile apart and would 
include four different “station types”: 

 Neighborhood Station 
 Destination Station 
 Park & Ride Station 
 Bus Transfer Station 

 
Subsequent meetings and work sessions in 2002 and 2003 with The University 
of Texas and State Capitol Public Safety Team led to revisions to the light rail 
alignment and station locations in their respective areas. 
 
 
Light Rail Station Planning in the Crestview / Wooten 
Neighborhood Planning Area  
Timely collaboration between the City of Austin, Capital Metro and 
neighborhoods is a key component to the success of the Rapid Transit Project.  
For this reason, neighborhood planning areas along the Central Line were given 
priority by the City Council in the City’s neighborhood planning process, in order 
to leverage Cap Metro’s transit planning efforts with those of the City’s in 
developing a more integrated neighborhood plan.   
 
To this end, a transit station planning workshop was conducted by City and Cap 
Metro staff for the Crestview / Wooten Neighborhood Planning Area on July 8, 
2003, The purpose of the workshop was to receive input on light rail station types 
and locations, to better understand neighborhood priorities for transportation 
connectivity, conservation of historic and cultural resources, possible public art 
ideas, etc. 
 
The two light rail stations in the Crestview / Wooten NPA are important 
components of the proposed system.  These stations function to allow 
passengers to transfer between light rail, buses and possibly commuter rail, and 
may have substantial facilities for drop-off and automobile parking. 
 
November 2001 Station Planning Workshop 
In November 2001, station location plans were reviewed at a city-wide workshop. 
The feedback received from this workshop was used in subsequent planning for 
the July 2003 Workshop.  Two station locations within the Crestview / Wooten 
NPA were discussed.  At that time, the light rail alignment was proposed to utilize 
the Cap Metro owned Giddings-to-Llano Railroad that runs through the middle of 
The Crestview and Wooten Neighborhoods.  Utilizing this existing freight line for 
light rail has always been controversial and generally has not been popular in 
these neighborhoods.  In 2001 a station was located on the railroad right-of-way 
just south of Anderson Lane.  This location was criticized for not being very 
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accessible from the adjacent neighborhoods.  The existing pedestrian crossing of 
the railroad at Wooten Drive, north of Anderson Lane was recommended to be 
retained. 
 

 
 
November 2001 Map of Anderson Lane Station 

Station 
location as 
proposed in 
November 
2001 

Anderson Lane 
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The station located at Lamar and Airport was also criticized for poor accessibility. 
Participants suggested working with the adjacent Huntsman Chemical Company 
to improve access and that better pedestrian and bicycle connections from the 
north and east were needed. 
 

 
November 2001 Map of Airport Boulevard Station 

Station 
location 
proposed 
prior to Nov. 
2001 
Workshop 

Station 
location 
proposed by 
Nov. 2001 
Workshop 
Participants
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RTP’s Guiding Principles for Light Rail Station Planning: 
 

1. Locate and design stations that are compatible with the Neighborhood 
Plan’s Vision.   

 
2. Minimize property acquisitions and impacts. 

 
3. Assure all modes of transportation are well-connected to the station: 

sidewalks, bike lanes, bus stops/pullouts.  
 
4. Provide for safe and convenient transfer between all transportation 

modes. 
 
5. Assure auto traffic and access to properties is maintained and balanced 

with effective transit operations. 
 
How RTP’s Principles Translate into Design 
 
Pedestrian Access and Crossing of LRT Tracks 
 
Pedestrian access to stations is critical for a successful rapid transit system.  
Improved sidewalks and shade tree plantings in the immediate vicinity of stations 
are important elements of a station area plan. Pedestrian crossings of LRT tracks 
must be controlled for safety reasons.  In some cases, where there are many 
pedestrians crossing a street, fencing or other barriers such as planted medians 
are used to direct pedestrians to controlled crossings.  Station platforms are 
typically located between intersections with traffic lights where pedestrians can 
cross in designated crosswalks as they would on any other street.  Because 
signal-controlled intersections are spaced to suit automobile traffic, they are often 
spaced too far apart to be convenient for pedestrians.  In such cases, other 
means of providing safe pedestrian crossings maybe employed between signal-
controlled intersections.  One such device is a “Z-crossing”, which induces a 
pedestrian to turn facing in the direct view of an on-coming train, before turning 
again to cross the track.  Sometimes gates and lights are also employed either in 
conjunction with, or instead of, “Z-crossings”.  
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Houston: Pedestrian Z-Crossing Under Construction 
 
Bus Routes and Connections to Light Rail Transit (LRT)  

Generally speaking, Capital Metro will continue most bus service along the light rail 
routes under consideration. Capital Metro has planned growth of the bus system 
(2-3% per year) throughout the development of a rapid transit system and into 
the years of operation of the system. A rapid transit system would serve as a 
complement to the existing bus lines, and these will be coordinated with light rail 
station locations. 

 
Bike Access 
The Austin Bicycle Plan (1997) was used as a guiding document in determining 
where bicycle facilities would be required in conjunction with changes to streets 
along the light rail alignment.  Recommended facilities on streets leading to 
stations are also shown where appropriate. 

 
Automobile Traffic and LRT 
Safe and efficient operation of light rail on city streets is facilitated by dedicating 
exclusive lanes or “trackways” rather than allowing other vehicles to share the 
“trackways”.  Raised curbs, buttons, and distinctive paving are often used to 
discourage other vehicles from wandering onto the tracks.  In most cases, light 
rail tracks are located in the center of streets to eliminate conflicts with right 
turning vehicles accessing adjacent businesses or side streets.  Left turns, U-
turns and cross traffic are usually limited to crossing the “trackway” at signalized 
intersections. 
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Impacts on traffic will be considered as part of the subsequent stage of the 
Preliminary Engineering and Environmental Impact Statement process. Light rail 
will help reduce the growth of traffic congestion, but it is only one part of the 
CAMPO 2025 plan (which includes high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes, 
roadway improvements, new roads, and commuter rail) that has been developed 
to meet the Austin area’s future transportation demands.  Neighborhood 
workshop participants emphasized the importance of further studies on traffic 
impacts and the careful integration of traffic within the Transit Station plans. 

 
 

RTP Team Presentation at Light Rail Station Planning 
Workshops 
 
Transportation Connections Map  
This map describes the connections between all modes of transportation in the 
Crestview / Wooten NPA.  Accessibility to transit stations by various modes of 
travel is critical to the success of any good transit system, and is of great interest 
to adjacent neighborhoods.  Connections to and from US 183 to the proposed 
station locations and roadway upgrades in the AMATP were examined to 
understand automobile access issues.  Bike routes and pedestrian crossings of 
the existing Cap Metro owned railroad are also shown.  A proposed commuter 
rail system on the existing railroad is shown, intersecting with the proposed 
Central Line light rail line at Airport and Lamar.  This station and the northern 
terminus station at Anderson and Lamar are also shown. 
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Crestview / Wooten Transportation Connections Map 
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Conceptual Station Plans 
The following conceptual station plans and associated cross sections were 
presented at the Transit Station Planning Workshop.  NOTE:  All illustrations and 
designs seen or described herein are preliminary concepts and will evolve with 
further study, engineering and public input once the Central Line is approved for 
implementation.  
  
Anderson @ Lamar Station (see Draft Anderson @ Lamar Station Plan) 
This station is the is the Phase One proposed terminus of the Central Line.  This 
proposed station location has been moved to the intersection of Anderson and 
Lamar to take advantage of the better accessibility to US 183, and to provide 
more options for future light rail extensions, if warranted.  This new alignment 
adjacent to Lamar Boulevard has the added benefit of freeing up the Cap Metro 
owned tracks for an early implementation and use by a commuter rail line from 
Leander to Downtown. 
 
The Anderson @ Lamar station would also serve the bus transfer functions 
presently located at the North Lamar Transfer Center on the other side of US 
183.  Moving the transfer center to the south side of US 183 would improve 
accessibility from the highway and allow direct transfers between bus and light 
rail.  This location could also accommodate a “Kiss-and-Ride” drop-off and a 
“Park-and-Ride” lot with direct access from US 183.  A bike commuter station 
and other passenger amenities could be also be accommodated on this large 
site. 
 
Many Workshop participants commented that this location was better than the 
previous one further west on Anderson Lane, but were concerned about traffic 
impacts at an already chaotic intersection.  A traffic control plan and traffic 
modeling would be required in future Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and 
final engineering design phases. 
 
The light rail alignment in this location is proposed to run on the west side of 
Lamar and the north side of Anderson Lane, minimizing the disruption to the 
existing busy arterials and intersections. 
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 Anderson @ Lamar Station Plan
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Lamar Boulevard @ Airport Boulevard Station (see Draft Station Plan) 
This station is located in the northwest quadrant of the intersection of Lamar 
Boulevard and Airport Boulevard.  A commuter rail station is shown on the 
existing railroad right-of-way to the southwest of the light rail station.  This 
commuter rail station would likely only be built in the case of both commuter rail 
and light rail systems operating at the same time.  The two stations would allow 
transfers for passengers whose destination is somewhere north of Downtown, 
and who would find transferring to light rail more convenient than riding 
commuter rail all the way through East Austin and into the south part of 
Downtown on 4th Street.  A small transit plaza between the two stations improves 
the pedestrian environment for transferring passengers and provides a shaded 
waiting area. There is also potential for “Kiss-and-Ride”, “Park-and-Ride” and off 
street bus transfer near the platforms.  
 
Bus pull-outs at the intersection of Lamar and St. Johns are envisioned to 
facilitate transfers between rail and bus.  Although this transfer would require a 
short walk, all of the buses at this location would also meet the light rail line at the 
Anderson and Lamar Station, where additional transfers to buses would also be 
available. 
 
The light rail trackway is shown to the west of the existing curbline, between two 
rows of existing trees.  This minimizes disruption to traffic lanes during 
construction and operation.  The trackway transitions to the center of Lamar after 
passing through the traffic-signal controlled intersection at Justin Lane.  This 
configuration maintains automobile access to commercial properties on both 
sides of Lamar. 
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Lamar @ Airport Station Plan 
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Conclusion:   
In the years to come, the Rapid Transit Project Team will continue to explore and 
evaluate a variety of means to improve mobility through enhanced transit in the 
Austin area.  In addition to the Central Line light rail project, the Team will be 
evaluating commuter rail, an airport rail connection, and rapid bus service for 
application in Austin. 
 
In the meantime, it is recommended that the Central Line light rail corridor be 
preserved for the light rail elements discussed herein. Once authority is obtained 
to implement light rail, the following must occur before the Central Line can be 
put in service: 
 

 Complete an environmental impact statement (EIS), including a public 
hearing. 

 Receive a favorable record of decision (ROD) on the EIS from the Federal 
Transit Administration (FTA). 

 Complete Final Engineering design for the system, including determining 
construction phasing and mitigation measures to be installed. 

 Construct track, stations, and purchase the light rail fleet of passenger 
cars. 

 Test and subsequently, operate the new system. 
 
Public involvement would take place during each of the phases described above.  
The neighborhoods along the way would be expected to play a significant role in 
assisting with the construction phasing and mitigation plan in order to minimize 
disruption and inconvenience. 
 
For more information see www.rapidtransitproject.org 
or visit the 
Rapid Transit Project Office 
323 Congress Avenue  
or call 
Sam Archer 
389-7546 
  

 




